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T DESTRUCTIVE MEASURES OF ADMINISTRATION _ 


"#6 Ss 
GENTLEMEN, TRADESMEN AND OTHERS, 
INS 4 BIT ANTS OF. THE GREAT 

COMMERCIAL CITY OF NORWICH, 
WHO HAVE UNIFORM LY OPPOSED THE 
P 

AND TO ALL THE FRIENDS OF = 
\ CIVIL AND RELIGIOUS LIBERTY IN GENERAL, 


ESPECIALLY THE PIOUS OF 


EVERY DENOMINATION, 
THIS SERMON, 
15 0b T RESPECTFULLY IN SCRI BED, 
: BY THEIR MOST HUMBLE AND 


 OBBDIENT SBRYANT, 


R. DAVID. 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


TT avould not be more abſurd to ſay that Chriftians l 
not to pay taxes, and obey the higher poauers in all Iazwfut 
things, than to afſert that they have no right to meddle with 
politics. For though the kingdom of Chriſt is not of this 
world, yet it is in the world; and all the members of it in 
this land, are the Jubjedts of King George. It follows there- 
fore, unleſs chriſtianity is deftrudtive of civil liberty, that 
they have an unalienable right, in the fear of God, and with 
due weneration for their Sovereign, to deliver their thoughts 
freely on the fate of public affairs. The meaneſt ſubject of 
this empire claims this as his BIRT H-RIGHT ; and our laws 
alloau it juſt. What then, do we forfeit this Lara privi- 
lege by becoming the diſciples of Jeſus Do we really commit 
1 Juch an enormous crime againſt the State by ſerving Fehovah, 
| = that we are actually disfranchiſed for it? Is ut it poſfole for us 
=_ 10 be proper Judges in all our religious concerns*, and at the 
ſame time be e ee incompetent to judge of the common 
rights of humanity ? Can it once be thought, that real piety 
deprives us of feeling and natural affection for our King and 
fellow Subjects ? If it does not, then itis the duty of all Chriſtian 
Miniſters in their reſpe#ive congregations to lift up their voice 
like a trumpet, andſhew the people their tranſgreſſions and fins 
againſt Cod t. And when can there be a fitter opportunity for 
his than on a faſt day; when the multitude are profſſedly 
come together to humble themſelves before the Lord for their 
iniguities? How then can any ſober man ſay, that ſuch * 
0 cen en never have done, and never can do any good? 
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The author is aware, that ſuch proceedings as theſe, as | 
be very diſazreeable to all the enemies of the Glorious Revo= 
lution ; becauſe under the bleſſing of God, they are calculated 
to promote the happineſs of the preſent ILLUSTRIOUS 
FAMILY ON THE THRONE : And that it 3s impoſſible 
A Minifterialifts to approve of them ; becauſe they expoſe 
the infamous conduct of their patrons ; and conſequently tend 

o raiſe the juſt indignation of the people againſt them. How- 
ever, he has from the beſt motives, according to his abili- 
 zies, endeavoured to explain his text, and to make ſuch ober- 
vations upon it as appeared lo him both uſeful, and applica- 
ble to the preſent ſtate of the nation. And now he commends_ 
it to the Peruſal of te cendid reader, aud the uns f the 


Lord. 


LAN. * I AR, 
Feb. 9, 1782. 


3 1 Cor. 6, 14. | + Ifai, 5, 1. 


s E R M ON, & 


1 1 xii, 245 25. 


Only foar the Lind and ſerve him in truth with all your 

"heart: fir confider haw great #bings he' hath done for 
Jou. But if ye ſhall ſtill do wickedly, Je ſhall be con- 
_ both ye and your 2 85 | 


VER ſince ſin lines; into the world, difcoments 
ment reigned triumphant in the carnal mind. 
The Jews, who were favoured by the Lord above any 
other nation under the ſun, were as guilty of this as 
any of the human race. They lived under a theo- 


cratic government; for God had condeſcended to be 


their King. But ſo great was their ignorance and im- 
piety, that they were not contented with this, and con- 
ſequently rejected their heavenly Monarch *. They 
were ſo fond of imitating their neighbours in the mode 
of their government, that they preferred a King like 

| | theirs 


. 12, and chap, 8, 7. 


| 4 2 4 So, 
1 cheirs to es: himſelf. Their language to Samuel 
Was, Now make . * to Judge us like other nations*, 


From nt is ſaid i in this and the procelieig chapters 
it is evident, that civil government may be maintained 
with great propriety without a King. The caſe of the 
eus of old, and the many republics of Europe ſince, 
ſufficiently prove this. God ſays to Iſrael, I gave thee 
a King in mine anger, and took him away in my wrath +. 
Therefore the regal authority among the Jews, was a 
token of God's Won Ss ___ them. 


' This is not meant as any reflection on thoſe that pre- 
fer monarchical to republican government; much leſs, on 
our brave anceſtors, who in the times of the greateſt 


barbariſm, left us a laſting monument of their wiſdom . 


and love to poſterity, | in the noble fabric of our ex- 
cellent conſtitution. 5 | 


| When the mee et W with the people on the 
impropriety of their conduct, they were convinced of 
their folly by his arguments, and requeſted his prayers for 
them, confeſſing that to all their former ſins they had 
added this evil, of aſting them a King f. This honeſt 
and humble acknowledgement of their faults, affected 
him ſo much that he aſſured them he would continue 
to pray for them, and to inſtruct them in the good and 
right way to happineſs here and hereafter. The ſub- 
ſtance of all his inſtructions to them, you have in the 
words of the text. Only fear the Lord, and ſerve him 
in truth with all your heart: * conſider how great 
my 5 things 


* chap, 8, g. I Hol, 13, . + chap. 12, 19. 


—_—— —— — - 


TT 
things he hath done for you. But if ye ſhall fill d. 
N h ye ſhall be OY both ye and yu King. f 


The Prophet underſtood well the ſubject of ati, 
| both as to its nature and tendency ; and how to ex- 
preſs his ideas of it in few words. He therefore ex, 
|  horts them to fear the Lord, and to ſerve him in truth 
_ with all their heart. This is all that God requires of 
us; and EY ſhould be the buſineſs of our 
lives. 


The object of religious fear is JEHOVAH, the 
Creator and Upholder of all things. The ſcriptures _ 
= us the moſt beautiful deſcription of him. H/ith 

him is wiſdom and flrength, he hath counſel and under - 
| Petit. He ftretcheth out the north over the empty 
place, and hangeth the earih upon nothing. By his ſpirit 
be hath garniſhed the heavens ; his hands hath formed the 
crooked ſerpent. The pillars of Heaven tremble, and are 
aſtoniſbed at his reproof. He poureth contempt upon 
Princes, and weakeneth the flrength of the mighty. Be- 
hold, the nations are as a drop of a bucket, and are 
counted as the ſmall dnft of the balance : behold, he taleth | 
up the ifles as a very little thing. All nations before him 
are as nothing, and they are counted to him leſs than no- 
thing, and vanity. Hell is naked before him, and de- 
 firuftion hath no covering, Lo, theſe are parts of his 
ways, hut the thunder of his power who can under- 
and? * Happy for us that this Almighty Being, is full 
of compaſſion, and dt 3 an 2 and — 
in om and Went. | | 170 
B 2 The 


* *: 12, 13—21, and 26, "IPA Iſai, 49,1 1527. 
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Fhe fear of the Lord i in our text intends an holy and 
reverential fear of Deity; and takes in the whole of 
true religion, We are told, that to fear God and keep 

his commandments, is the whole duty of man*, 


Of this fear, it is proper to obſerve, that it implies a 
degree of knowledge of God as reyealed in the ſcrip- 
tures. I have ſaid a degree of knowledge of God, be- 
cauſe he. is infinite, and we are finite, And therefore 
it may be aſked us with the utmoſt propriety, can you by 
ſearching find out---the Almighty unto perfection? He is 
higher than the Heavens, what can you do? Deeper than 
Hell, what can you know © The meaſure thereof is longer 
than the earth, and broager than the ſea4, But, how- 
ever impoſſible it may be for us. fully to comprehend 
God, it is certain, that he has revealed himſelf ſuffici- 
_ently clear as the God of all Grace thro' Jeſus Chriſt, 
to command the love and attention of all that believe 
the truth. Our Saviour, who underſtood. this ſubject 
better than any mortal can pretend to do, ſays, This is 
life eternal, that they might know thee the only true God, and 
 Feſus Chriſt whom thou haſt ſent t. From hence it is 
evident, that none of us can reaſonably hope for alva 
tion without this knowledge, | | 


| That this acquaintance with the 33 which 
God has made of himſelf, is accompanied with an en- 
tire approbation of his conduct in all things. We 
know enough of him to convinee us from his nature 
and perfections, that he cannot do wrong in any re- 

ſpect. Moſes ſays of him, That all his ways are judge- 
ment: 4 God of truth, and without * juſt and 
right 
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+ John 19, z- | 


® fEceleſ. 12, 13. 


＋ Job 11, 7—9. 
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_ right is he*, When under the greateſt aflictlons, our 
language ſhould be, Thou art juſt in all that is — 
upon us; for thou haſt done right, but we have done 

 wickedlyx., Thus when Job was ſtript of all wordly 

comforts, he ſaid, The Lord gave, and the Lord hath 

taken wy" ; _ be * name f the Lord + 


That this 3 and 8 of the Diview 


conduct, are attended with an entire confidence in God 


through Jeſus Chriſt. Hence the royal Pialmiſt ſays, 
T hey that know thy name will put their t. t in thee, for. 
Shou Lord haſt not ferſaken them that ſeel ther d. To 
the ſcripture and the influence of the Holy Spirit, we 
are indebted for all this; for faith comes by hearing, and 
Hearing by the word of God. This confidence in Jeho- 
vah includes our entire reliance on the complete ſacriſice 
of his Son for life and ſalvation. This will comfort 
us in life, and ſupport us in death. It will enable us in 
the proſpect af diſſolution to ſay, e know in whom we 
| have believed, and we are perſuaded that he is able to 
keep that which we have committed to A. et. that 


4. 


That this confidence in the Lord is accompanied 
with love to him in the heart. It is impoſſible to know 
the Deity as revealed in the Bible, without approving of 
all that he has done; and to approve of him without 
_ truſting in him; and to truſt in him without loving 
him; for in him all perfection centres. He is all that 
is great and excellent in himſelf, and all that is good 

„ e | to 

* Deut. 32, 4. & P{m. 9, 10, 
+ Neh. 9, 33. | || Rom. 10, 17. 
1 Job 1, 21. 12 Tink; 1 123 
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_ tek, both for time and eternity. Hence we fee on 


| propriety of the command which fays, Thou ſhalt love 
the Lord ad God with all * beari.— and with all "_ 2 


ng 125 


That this 65 to God i in the heart 3 IS np with 
the greateſt averſion to ſin. All the Saints according to 


their knowledge, love what the Lord loves, and hate 
| what he hates. Hence we are told that By the fear of 
the Lord men depart from evil. And in another place, 


that the yur 4 the Lord is fo Bat evil +. 


That this hatred - to fin as evil in thelf, mY in ag 
. and contrary to the nature and expreſs will of 


| ay is accompanied with ſorrow on the account of 


The goodneſs of God in himſelf, and difplayed to- 


| 3 us, leads to repentance 1. This makes fin appear 
more ſinful in our view continually F. Of this evan- 
gelical ſorrow for ſin God ſays, Then ſball ye remember 


your evil ways, and your doings that were not good, ane 


Hall lothe yourſelves in your own bt, for your iniguities 
and abominati ions ..- 


5 with all your 3 — is proper to n FOR that 
to ſerve God is to keep all his commandments ; for this, 


as we have noticed already, is the whole duty of man. 


And the laws of Jehovah axe our only * in matters 
of religion. 5 
That 5 


®* Mark 12, 29, . § Rom. 7, 13. 
I Prev. 16, 6, and 8, 13. Job 1,1. . Ezeck. 36, 31. 
1 Rom. 2, ho : | 


5 7 3 
That therefore to follow the rites and traditions of men 


in religious affairs, is fo far from being of any ſervice 
to God, that it is the higheſt reflection on his wiſdom 
as the only law-giver of the church; And at once con- 
tradicts what the Holy Ghoſt has aſſured us of the 
_ ſufficiency of the ſcriptures, We are told by an in- 
ſpired penman, that they are able to make us wiſe unto 
ſalvation. And that they are profitable for doctrine, for 
reproof, for correction, and for inſtruction in righteouſ- 
neſs : that the man of God may be perfect, and thoroughly 
furniſhed unto all good works *, And God has given this 
charge to his church concerning theſe ſacred writings „ 
Ye ſhall not add to the word which I command you, neither 
ſhall ye diminiſh from it f. He has alſo threatened all 
that ſhall preſume to do it, with the moſt tremendous 
| Judgments f. Theſe however, have not prevented dar- 
ing men from doing it. The Jews we are told made 
Ihe commandments of God of none effect by their tradi- 
tions Fd. But the Papiſts have carried this wicked cuſ- _ 
tom far beyond what the unbelieving ſeed of Abra- 
ham ever thought of, Theſe things, though contrary 
to the word of God, they found very profitable to the 
church; and therefore thought it the beſt way to call 
councils to fix on the moſt lucrative doctrines to the ſes 
of Rome; and then to eſtabliſh them by their decrees 


and anathemas. To theſe were likewiſe added the moſt . 


bloody laws, and the bulls of Satan sS vicar Len on 
carth for their further confirmation. 


That if we wiſh to pleaſe God, we muſt hires him 
in truth with all our hearts, that is, ſincerely. God 
In 7% „„ "5 Gans 


2 * 2 Tim. 3, 16,19, 1 Rev. 22, 19. 
1 Dee. 4, 2. | $ Math, 15, 6, 


cannot be impoſed upon by our pretenſions to religion. 
He under/tunds our thoughts afar off, and is acquainted 
with all our ways v. He requires truth in the inward 
part; and demands the hearts of his people TJ. With 

| this agrees the language of the New Teſtament; God 

ts Spirit, and they that Worghep him, _ 2 lim 
in GO and i in truth ** 


This part of the text may be conſidered as explanatory 

of the former clauſe; for the reverential fear of God, 
will induce us from motives of love and gratitude to 
keep all his commandments, Hence this phraſe, only 
fear the Lord, --- becauſe this includes every thing which 

| God requires of v us. 


= We FW I, that this fear of God, is his gift to his 
| people. Hence he ſays, / will make an everlaſting cobe- 
| nant with them, that I will not turn away from them, 
to do them good; but 1 will put my fear. in Their hear to, 
1 they ſhall nat no"? from ne H. 


That A ill induce y us to he Dal in all things, 
however di ſagreeable to fleſh and blood. It was this 
veneration for the commandment of Jehovah that made 
Abraham willing to offer up his darling ſon Iſaac. The 
Angel of the Lord ſaid unto him, I know that thou fearęſt 
Goa, ſeeing thou haſt not duithheld-— thine only ſon from 


mel. 


Tha: 


* Pim. 139, 2, 3. 8 Jer. 32, 40. 
+ Pſm. 51, 6, and Prov. 23, 26. }| Gen. 22, 12, 


3 John 4, 24. 


Te) 


That it will render fin odious to us, whatever proſ= 
| pets of worldly gain and honor may be annexed to the 
_ commiſſion of it. Hence we are told, that By the fear. 
of the Lord men depart from evil. And we know that 
Chriſtians can ſay with Joſeph of old, How can we de 
this ”— wickedneſs, « and ſi 7 _ God? 


That it will teach us to diſregard che commands of 5 


the greateſt monarchs in the world, when they are con- 

trary to the law of God. Pharaoh commanded the 
midwives to kill all the male children of the Hebrews 
which they received into the world. But they feared 

God, and therefore deſpiſed and diſobeyed the bloody 
mandate of the King. On this account we are told, 

that God dealt well with them 4. Neither the Three Wor- 


|  thies, nor Daniel, would obey the commands of the 


Kings of Babylon, when inconſiſtent with the laws of 
Heaven. And the Lord ſhewed his approbation of their 
conduct by delivering them from the rage of their ene- 


miesf.- Theſe inſtances prove that the doctrine of 


PASSIVE OBEDIENCE and NON-RESIST- 
_ ANCE is antiſcriptural, and abſurd to the laſt de- 
. . | „ . 


That it will teach Governors in times of e 
to be frugal, and contented with leſs parade than their 
high ſtations in a more flouriſhing ſtate of their people 
might require. Nehemiah ſays, But the former Gaver- 
nors that had been before me, were chargeable to the people, 
and had taken of them bread and wine, beſide forty ſheckels 
fo ef / ilver: Yea, even their ſervants bare rule over the 


2 people, 


* Cen. 39,9. | | „ 16—23. 
id Dan, 3, 15==30, and 6, 13,20, 


1 %% 
$tople ; but f 44 d J becauſe of the fear bf the Lord's. 


J muſt not forget to add here, that it reflects great ho- 
nor on the memory of Queen Anne; that rather than be 


burdenſome to her ſubjects, ſhe gave the ſum of an hun- 
dred thouſand pounds to defray the expences of the wat 


in which the nation was then W 


And Aly that it will prevent every nation that ; 
fears God from attempting to deſtroy their fellow crea- | 


tures, by entering into unjuſt wars againſt them. From 
whence, ſays an inſpired writer, come wars and fightings 


among you? Come they not hence, even of your lufts f? 


How far Britain may be ſaid to be a nation that fears 


God, you may judge from the American war, &c. &c. 


In order to ſtir them up in the ſervice of God, che 


Prophet adds in the text, Jr conſider haw great things 5 


he hath done for you. This is the greateſt, and ſtrongeſt 
motive that can be mentioned; and properly attended to 
will never fail to operate powerfully on the minds of all 


that love God. 


„* 


That the Lord did wonders for the Jews, no one 


will doubt that has carefully read their hiſtory. He heard 


their cries in Egypt when oppreſſed by Pharaoh ; and in 


ſpite of all the artful ſchemes of that DESPOT, the 
more they were afflifted, the more they grew and multi- 
_ plied. He viſited that empire with tremendous plagues; - 
and brought his people out with great treaſures of filver 


and gold. And it is very dener öde; though they were 
fox pundred e men, beſt de —_— yet, there was. 


not 


L Nek. 5,16. + James 41. 


. 
not one + feeble perſon among hap tribes *, He opened the 9 
| ſea before them, and they walked thro' the mi dt of it on 


dry ground; but he deſtroyed their purſuers in itt. In 
the wilderneſs alſo he took care of them, and ſupplied all 


their wants. Hie gave them food from Heaven, and water 


out of the rock . And he made their clothes not to was f 
eld, for the * 10 forty rag 


When they came to eriter ths Land of Promiſe, he 1 
opened the river for them; and gave their enemies into 
their hands. They took thirty-two Kings on this ſide 
of Jordan and deſtroyed them ||, And the Lord who 


150 has a right to diſpoſe of all the kingdoms of the earth, „ 


5 gave them the land of Canaan for an inheritance. He 
alſo continued to protect and deliver them from the 
"neighbouring nations till the time of * 


1 He gave chem likewiſe his law by Moſes, for the 
rule of their conduct in civil and religious affairs. The, 
oracles of God were committed to them, when all the world 
| beſide were living in the groſſeſt idolatry. The Mefliah 
was promiſed to them, and their facrifices by Divine 
appointment, led all that teared the Lord, to look to the 
_ atonement by his blood. They had Prieſts alſo to in- 


ſtruct them in the ways of God *; and in all difficult 


; B caſes to conſult Jehovah | for them by Urim and * 
| mim +5 18 | 


W 


Pf. 105, 31: # pr. 35 15, 16, and 12, 11 5 
F Ex, 14, 28, 29, wo il 1 Sam, 12, 1 . 
T Pſm. 105, 40, 41. 4 Deut. 33, 10. 


8 Deut. 29, 4, 5. If Numb. 2 21. 


( 15 4. | 


The ſame motive propoſed. here to ſtir the Iſraelites to 


ſerve God, ought to ſtimulate us as a nation to diſ- 
charge the ſame important duty. We ſhould therefore 
frequently conſider the great things he has done for us.--- 


That the Deity has been remarkably kind to us will ſoon 


: —_ 7 giving you a few inſtances of his conduct. 


Tt was his G Hand that delivered us from 
the galling yoke, « iron chains, and deftruttive fangs of 
popery. This is vulgarly called the REFORMA- 


T ION; but if we have the religion of Jeſus Chriſt 
among us, it muſt be very odd that we ſhould chooſe to 
call our diſſent from the church of Rome a Reformation; 
for this is allowing the MOTHER OF HARLOTS, 
AND OF ALL THE ABOMINATIONS OF 


THE EARTH“, to be a true church of Chriſt, tho? 


_ erroneous in ſome particulars. But every Proteſtant 
ho has paid proper attention to his Bible muſt know, 
that the old piratical head of that hierarchy, with all itt 


numerous officers, abſurd doctrines, traditions, diſcipline, 
tyranny, and maſſacres, are all antichriſtian! Therefore 


Chat thoſe who hold ſuch tenets, cannot be of the viſi- 


ble church of Chriſt. And however true it may be of ö 


HENR 's Reformation, that it was a change of the 
Form of Popery; yet, Proteſtantiſm receives but a hor- 


rid compliment by being called the reformed religion. 


It is by the goodneſs of God, we have the volume of 
Revelation in our own language. Our Saviour com- 
mands us to read it f. And St. Paul ſays to the Corin- 
thians, I ſpeak as to wiſe men 3 Judge ye what I ſay . It 


is 


TOP" FORE Y / / DDr 


EB 
is both our duty and privilege to read and ſtudy it; for 
it contains all expreſsly which God requires us to believe 
and practice. And we have every encouragement to at- 
tend to it ; becauſe here the way to everlaſting happineſs 
is revealed by the blood of Jeſus Chriſt, God has fa- 
voured us alſo with his miniſters to open and explain 
this way of ſalvation to us. And by delivering us from 
_ the execrable Stuarts, he has reſtored unto us the right 
of private 9 in all the concerns of religion. So 


Add to this, that he has given us Kings of the IL- 
 LUSTRIOUS HOUSE QF BRUNSWICK, who 
have been fathers to their people. Under them civil 
and religious liberty have been greatly advanced; and 
and vaſt improvements were made in all the polite and 
uſeful arts, Phyſic, philoſophy, and navigation, have 
been of greater uſe in their reigns than they ever were be- 
fore to mankind. The Britiſh flag under them was re- 
yered and feared in every part of the ocean. And our 
auguſt Monarchs have held the balance of Europe for 
many years. Ought not this nation therefore to conſider 
the great things that God has done for them? Has he dono 
as much for Foy other people ſince the Jews? 8 


| Left what the Prophet had rand of the goodneſs 
of God ſhould fail in its effect on their minds, he pro- 
ceeds to tell them the conſequence of living in ſin. 
But if ye ſhall ſtill do wickedly, ye ſhall be conſumed, bath 
pe and your King. Thus their good old Judge diſ- 
cCharged his conſcience by ſetting life and death beforo 
= them®, 


Men 


* Deut, 30, 15. 


(14) 


| Men may be ſaid to do wickedly, when they rejet the 
laws; trample upon the authority, and neglect the wor- 
mip of Jehovah. When they deſpiſe the doctrines of 

free grace, and the free and full ſalvation which is in 
Chriſt Jeſus, When they abuſe his prophets and mi- 
niſters; and prefer the worſhip of lifeleſs idols, to that 
of the living God. All theſe, with every other ſpe- 
etes of fin and oppreſſion, prevailed amon Ng the Jews in 
this os. ca 0 


i The phraſe, ye /hall be conſumed, both ye and your King, 

| ſhews that Princes and their people are conſidered as 

one in the ſight of God. The one cannot be made an 

example of God's vengeance, without ſome degree of : 
e to the other. 


1 That God TIER not 1 perſons of wicked - 
Kings any more than the meaneſt of their ſubjects. 
When they diſobey him, he will make them feel his 
tremendous judgments. As their ſituations in life are 
more elevated than others, ſo they have an opportunity 
of doing more good than their ſubjects can. There- N 

fore when they abuſe their power by doing wickedly, 

their puniſhment muſt be greater. This was the caſe _ 
of Saul, he did wickedly ; and God rejected him for it. 9”; 
He periſhed with his three ſons, fighting againſt the' 
Philiftines. His head was cut off, and his body hung nn 
the wall of Beth-fhan ; and his kingdom was transferred 
to another family. Seven of his family, children and 

grand-children, were hung i in the following reign, be · | 

. eaule of his wickedneſs i in killing the Cibeonites * : 


The 


* Chap, b, 11-18, eompated with 31, 6—10, and 2 Sam. 21, 1—9. 
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The ſenſe of this part of the text is, that however 


deſirous they were to have a King to reign over them, 
yet, if they continued to fin againſt God, their King 


could nut deliver them from their enemies. Therefore 
that it was better for them to truft in wy Lord, w_ to ou : 


. AS in Princes ., 


No part of what has been mel here, is meant 


to reflect on the Royal dignity among any free people. 
For as the power of chooſing or refuſing Kings muſt 


be originally in the people; ſo they doubtleſs uſed that 


right in every nation, by fixing upon that mode of Go- 
vernment, which they thought moſt conducive to their 
happineſs at large. And if they preferred Kings, they 
ſettled the Crown according to their pleaſure, either 


elective or hereditary. Thus, except i in caſes of uſur- 


firſt, In England as —— the Crown has 


been hereditary; becauſe of the people's affection for 


their ancient Princes, and to prevent the blood- thed 
which commonly attended the election of Kings, 


The things which contribute city + to | eftabliſh the 
Throne of ouf Kings are, their clear deſcent from our 
brave and ancient Monarchs, who had tought the bat- 
tles of their people, and enlarged the boundaries of the 


| empire.--- Their being Proteſtants, and coming to the ; 


Throne by the unanimous conſent of the people. None 


ever had a greater advantage in this reſpect than our pre- 


ſent rightful Sovereign. And no family could have 2 
greater claim to the affection of Britons, than the Brunſ- 
| wick, 


| 4 Pſm, 118, 9, 
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wick. The mutual contract between King and people 
contributes very much to this. Our Princes take the 
moſt ſolemn oath in the preſence of the people, to main- 
tain the rigbis of their ſubjects. The ancients indeed, 
had a greater value for liberty in all its branches, than 
4 our moderns have. The Arragonians ſo late as the ele- 
venth century were remarkable for this. Their Juſtiza 
received the coronation oath in the name of the people, 
ſtanding, with a naked ſword in his hand, which he held 
oppoſite to the King's heart, while he repeated theſe me- 
morable words; We who are your equals, make 
you our Sovereign, and promiſe obedience to your Go- 


vernment, on condition that you maintain our r rights ana 2 


l liberties; ; if not not A 


And their governing their fubjets according to the 


laws of the land, always makes them reign in- the hearts 
of the people. Nothing ſhort of this can ſecure their 
Throne; for it is a conſtant maxim in the law, that 
protection and ſubjection are reciprocal. To fear 

God and honor ſuch Kings, muſt be the duty of all 
their ſubjects "I 


L This part of the text which ſtates the conſequence of 


living in fin, ſpeaks to us now as much as it did formerly 
to the Jews. But if ye ſhall fill do wickedly, ye ſhall be 
conſumed, both ye and your King. That we are doing 
_ wickedly muſt be evident to all impartial perſons. We 


neglect the worſhip of God, break the ſabbath, and take 
his name in vain, almoſt upon every occaſion, Drunk- 
. | | . e g | enneſs 


» Modern Turope, vol. 1. ot 188, 189, 3 
+2 Pet, 2, 11 | | 


16% 
cnnefs and falſhood, debauchery and. exceſs, opprodion 
and theft, and every ſpecies of murder prevail among 


That we are alſo engaged in a cruel and unjuſt war, 

iz not to be denied. And it is very evident from the 

language of the people in every. corner of the N e 
| that they conſider i it to. | 


7 That our np of purſuing it has been eruel to the 
| laſt degree, is the opinion of all men of feeling, 
| Pray, what can diſcover our cruelty and impiety more, 
than converting places of worſhip into -play-houſes, 
burning public libraries *, and whole towns, with many 
of their inhabitants? Nay, is it poſſible to act more bar- 
barouſly than we have done, by engaging the Indian Sa- - 
vages to ſcalp and deſtroy the moſt inoffenſive part of 
the people? And leſt the above cruelties ſhould not be 
enough to provoke God to deſtroy us, it has been 
thought meet to withhold a part ef the common allow- 
ance given to thoſe whom the fortune of war has thrown 
into our hands, from the American priſoners, Pray, 
was this done with a view to make them love us, and 


deſire to return under our government? Some indeed 


have ſaid, that in order to immortalixe our cruelties 


_ againſt the Colonies, we need only erect the ſtatue of a 
ſecond ALVA at New York, trampling upon the liber- | 
ties of the United States ＋ e. . 


1 M This may ſerve to remind us of the barbarity of Mahometans in Xo 


Sormer ages, when Caliph Omar commanded the Alexandrian library 48 a 
be burat, contrary to the requeſt of General Omrou, 


7 16 v8 
at we have borne falſe With againſt them, by 


miſrepreſenting their diſpoſitions, is notorious. It has 
been aſſerted that there were but few in the Colonies 


Adiſaffected to the Engliſh Government ; and that thoſe 
were only a patcel of undiſciplined, cowardly wretches, 
without arms and clothing; and that from them many 
| Aocked daily to the royal ſtandard. Is it not miraculous 
then, that the flower of the Engliſh army periſhed in 
7 oppoſing ſuch cowards ? What! cannot men leſs verſed 
than we are in the curſed art of war, conquer a few 
cowards without arms or clothing ? Either we have aſ- 
ſerted the moſt barefaced falſhoods of the Americans, 
or elſe our armies there have acted the moſt treacherous 
part. But in either Caſe, the greateſt dithonor 1 is re- 5 
i flected Fu you nation, 


It is not - it out of the common courſe of nature, 
that whilſt the Americans are fighting for liberty and 
property, for their wives and children, they cannot ſtand 
the firſt fire of their enemies. But, when they come 
over to us, and fight for us, they diſcover as much 
| Judgment and courage as the beſt of our men. What, 
think you, is it the name of loyal Americans, that works 
this wonderful change in them? Or, are perjury and 
| treachery the only qualifications neceſſary for a | good fol 
= dier Let all the judge. 


Their 8 themſelves into the arms of France 
has been ſuppoſed an unpardonable ſin. But if it was 
juſt in them at all to reſiſt our deſign of enſlaving them; 
it muſt be lawful for them to do it in any way conſiſtent 
with the laws of war. They were willing to ſave them- _ 
elves 


1 

faves fron flavery, i in the beſt manner r they conld®, This a 
induced them to apply to his Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty for 
| help. Who ean blame them for it ? They have not 
gone ſo far as our ancient Barons did; for they offered 
the Engliſh Crown to Prince Lewis 7 France. Ne- 
ceͤffity has no law. And however dangerous the ſteps 
were which they took, we ought to be thankf ul for 
their courage; ; becauſe they laid the foundation of our 
liberty. Thoſe therefore that value the MAN 
CHARTA will revere their memories „* 


It has bow alſo id "ha the Jene ii : 
the religion of the French and Americans, will always 
cauſe contentions among them. What, is there any 
thing in Popery inimical to civil liberty, for which the 
Coloniſts contend ? If there is, why i is it encouraged 
in this empire? And if chere is not, why do we uſe. 
ſuch futile * 8 

80 much corruption prevails among us that the free- 
dom of election is almoſt deſtroyed, Many people 
| have fo little principle, that they will vote on the ide 
where moſt money is given, How then can ſuch per- 
ſons blame their Repreſentatives for not reſiſting the 
ſweet thouſands ? Many weak, but poor and honeſt. 
men are threatened into compliance, on pain of loſing; 
their bread, And thoſe brave men who are determined. 


at all events to oppoſe miniſterial influence, : are ſure in 


the end to be diſturbed and inſulted in their peacrable 
habitations: and care is generally taken to deprive them 
ON a 02 e of 

* Job 4108 FRY 
+ Kapin 5 Hiſt, of Logl, vol. 1. p. n, 85295) - 


LL 


* 20 ) | 
of all the N and cuſtomers (if in trade) that the 
yr Py: can®, _ Are ſuch elections free! ? 


The petitions of the l are eg and miſ- 


| fepreſented by the ſervants of the Cr---n, as not being 
the ſenſe of the nation; but the deſire of a few factious 
perſons that wiſh to get into office, How different were 
te ſentiments of former Miniſters Wen the voice ref 


ene 


Our heave veteran Commanders 1 au and land are 


. diſguſted by the ill treatment which they have received ; 
from men in power. Children in office are put over 
their heads; and every vile fellow that chooſes is 


ſuffered to put them in danger of their lives. Wit- 
_ nels the trial of ADMIRAL KEPPEL, &c. &c. &c. 


We provoke God by faſting without cutting off our 

ſins. And like the Jews of old, we faſt for ftrife and 
debate, and to ſmite with the 27 of wickedneſs. Can 
this with propriety be called 4 fe ft, and an Apt - 


toy to the Lord 5 ? 


If from theſe particulars, and many more of the like 
nature which might have been mentioned, it is evident 
that we are doing very wickedly ; it muſt follow that we 
are haſtening to ruin. The language of the text, and 


the experience of paſt ages. ſet this matter out of 


It 


2 perhaps ſome may recolle& an inſtence of this fort lately, in the 
election of a Magiſtrate, not a great way from aun. 
"F Iſai, 1 455 


"ig 


( 21 ) 
it is not pleaſing to enter into ſuch a ſubject as 
this; and nothing but the dangerous ſtate of our af- 

fairs, the love of truth, and a defire to fave a ſinking 
nation from deſtruction, could induce a lover of his 
5 count ry to yy upon - 


We ME fo obſiinate and ka ſin, that we are 
running to deſtruction with our eyes open, We have 
deen admoniſhed of our danger by many of the moſt 
_ upright and reſpectable characters in both Houſes of 
Parliament. The things which they foretold are now 

eome to paſs; but we {till remain the {; lame careleſs crea- 
kues, — to the laſt degree 4 | 


 JEHOVAH. in "his: outline has been ty 
2gainſt us, in almoſt all our undertakings. This was 
owned, in part at leaſt, in the late ſpeech from the 
2 and all that know us muſt be ſenſible of 
: for what was propoſed to be done with a handful of 
our brave troops, in a few months, could not be ac- 5 
en in * EE * all our forces. 


The 1 has not anſwered one uf our faſt prayers. 
Does not this ſhew that he diſapproves of our conduct? 
If the war in which we are engaged had been juſt, | 
and our prayers put up to God, by faith in Jeſus 
Chriſt, ſurely, he would have anſwered us according to 
his promiſe. Mi have aſted indeed, but received na an- 
ſwer to our petitions, becauſe we aſked amiſs, that we 
might conſume the favors of Heaven upon our lufts*. : 
We ought to remember here the great diſtreſs of Saul, 


| when 


T's 


when the Lord mould neither anſwer hits by dreams, 
nor by Urim, nor by Prophets *, It is evident from his 
conduct then, that he confidered this as an tr: ſi ignal 
of Kenn . 1 


Tbe debt of the nation, which in the reign of King : 
: William was under ſeven millions, is now conſiderably 
more than two hundred millions. This war has already 
coſt us ſixteen millions more than the laſt did, for the ſame 
number of years. And after all, our navy now is ſcarce- 
ly equal to what it was at the cloſe of laſt war; and 
our army not Ko numerous be * ns. ; 


ment. 


Tad incrieſs continually, whilſt our trade is almoſt. . 
ruined. Many reſpectable houſes in this city, and 
elſewhere, have been undone by the preſent meaſures. 
Land has alſo fallen greatly in its value already; and 
doubtleſs will fall much more, if the plan of this war 

is not altered. In fact, every deſcription of men, ex- 
cept thoſe whoſe preſent intereſt is promoted by the : 
oo of their fellow TORT feel the Imart of 

re -And it will be their turn next. | 


However, our wiſe Minifiry, in in ſpite of all FI God . 


has done, and men have ſaid againſt them, are deter- 


mined to perſevere in their reſolutions. Theſe men, by 
an art peculiar to themſelves, have with impunity diſ- 


_ graced the Government of our lawful Sovereign; and 
in a few yours. have reduced this kingdom from the 


_ higheſt 


2 1 1 0 28, . | | 
+ See pamphlet On the DEBT OF THE NATION, compared 
with ITS REVENUES, P. 7 99. and the P. S. 


„ 

f higheſt degree of glory, t to the loweſt ebb &f infamy. 
Europe. At the ſame time every Py of ceconomy, is 
rejected with ſcorn ; though a neighbouring DESPO r 
has ſet us the ci and we are certain that our caſe Y 
never 9 it ſo much. 


oe 


From what has been alvanced; we ſee the goodneſs 
F- of Jehovah towards a guilty world, He taught the 
Jews of old the good and right way to pleaſe him; and 
warned them of the conſequence of living in ſin. He 

has favored us with his written word, and has therein 
| ſhewed us what he requires at our hands, and the way 
of eternal Rs by Jeſus Chriſt, 


That where the fr of God 7s, i will teach people to 
ovvn the true Meſſiah as the only head of the church; and 


value the privileges which he has conferred upon them. 


It will make them attend the worſhip of God with 
pleaſure, whenever they have an opportunity. And en- 
deavour to ſtrengthen one another in their moſt holy _ 
faith. This was the caſe in the worſt of times with 
the pious ; for we are told, Then they that feared the 
Lord ſpake often one to another, and the Lord hear kened, 
and heard it; and a book of remembrance was coritten be- 


fare 


« i Y > 
o — —. jH——⁊õꝓqUœV2:ͤ 7 —̃ — 2 2 — — — 
* ew . . 
—— —ͤ— — — — > + naw — — — 2 — — —— — . — 9 = = _ K = 
— py "a — — PI - 1 — = i - 
— _= _ - — = — yy 22 — — — — — — 
r 2 2 2 — — . - — — — - 7 l Z l _— 
- = a _ = - 2 
— —— 1 a — ——— 1 . * — 2222 — 5 
* — 2 8 — — 
- — — — — — 
— Ms A - — — K —— 


11 24) 
fere him th them that ey the Lord and that though 5 


of his name. 


That ſuch as 1 the Lord i in the fel of our text, 


need fear no enemy; for no weapon formed againſt 1 them : 
hall proſper. Hence the phraſe only fear the Lord, ſeems 
to ſhew that ſuch are ſafe from every danger. A hand- 
ful of men with the Almighty on their ſide, will in the 
end be an overmatch for the greateſt army on earth, 
One of them can chaſe a thouſand, and two put ten thous 


fand 7 fight; ; for the Lord 01 fight oy hem . 


That all fuch as wuly fear God are under his pro- 
tection; for his eye is ever over them for good. Like as 


a father pitieth his children - 2 the Lord pitieth them 


that fear him}. The Angel of the Lord encampeth round 
5 about them far fear bis, and ene them 9. OO 


That the end of a Aufl life is very awful Ye Hall 


be conſumed, is the language of our text to ſinners. If 


we read the hiſtory of the Jewiſh empire we ſhall find 
many proofs of it. T heir great ſufferings at home, fre- | 


quent captivities, and at length their total deſtruction as 
a body politic, by the Romans, ſet this matter out of 


doubt. Let their OPT ſtate at this day be a warn, 


5 ing to us! 


That we at pelt feel ( in PRE. degree through | 
every department of the State) the effects of doing 
wickedly. The 8 part of the empire, peers 7 


* Mal. 3, 16. | a ; 
+ Deut. 32, 30. Jom. 23, 10. 8 with Jutg. 6, 5, and 7. Te 
and 8, 10. 
+ Pſm. 103, 12. 
J Pſm. 34, 7, compared with 2 Kings, 19, 35. 
4 


9 | 
now, loſt for ever*; and therefore a few imprudent 
| Reps more will put a period to our political exiſtence, 


But however diſmal our ſtate may be, we have with 
- prudence and the bleſſing of God, enough left to keep 
us from ruin. A general reformation in our morals, 
peace with the Americans, and rigid ceconomy,. under 
the ſmiles of Providence, will, I "date. not, make us 
happy; if, we can be contented with a bare competency. 
Me muſt not expect to make the ſame figure in Europe 
as we did at the beginning of this reign; but think our- 
ſelves well off that we have eſcaped with life, when the 
veſſel of State was conducted by ſuch W W 
PILOTS! * : : 


If this ail war is continued, it is s eaſy t to 8 5 
ſce that the ſtagnation of trade will force many of the 

beſt hands in all our manufactures, to emigrate to fo- 
reign climates in queſt of ſuſtenance for themſelves and 

families; and perhaps through their attachment to eivil 

I liberty, it will be their hard lot there (my heart bleeds 

: at the thought I) to fall victims to the caprice of deſpo- 


tic tyrants! This muſt be very mortifying to all that 

: love this once happy iſland. But our misfottunes and 
8 ſufferings muſt be imputed ts the execrable race of ſer- 
I vants, who adviſed the cruel meaſures which we have ſo 


long purſued againſt our brethren. Their names will 
be read i in hiſtory with HORROR, and the ſteps which 
I * | | they 


0. Theugh the author had neither time nor inclination, to entet nts | 


3 the particulars ef our misfortunes by Tea and land, yet the ſubſtance of 1 
1 what has been advanced will ſerve to remind the intelligent reader, of j 


þ the capture of our ſhips, armies and iſlands, by the ridiculous attempt 
d reduce the Americans to UNCONDITIQNAL SUBMISSION 


4%) 


they have taken to ruin our auguſt Sovereign, his royal 
offspring and numerous ſubjects, will be held 4 in Nun 
| A CONTEMPT. 5 


T heſe : are the men, | that have the S to . 
clare that they had rather loſe their places than ſign "= 
| dependency to America, becauſe our Sovereign cannot 
ſubſiſt without being the Severeign of America alſo ; 
whilſt they all Know. that he and his poſterity after him 
might have reigned over, and in the hearts of the Colo- 
niſts (perhaps) till the cloſe of time, if it had not 
been for their ſatanic advice. However, willing to ren - 


der good for evil, our gracious Sovereign diſcovers his 


patience and forgiving diſpoſition by ſuffering ſuch Crea- 
res in his — [ 0 the royal clemency | '! 1.— 


| As our caſe is ſo deplorable that . is at ſake, : 
it is much to be wiſhed that every one who fears God © 
would make it his buſineſs to petition the Lord to ſpare 
this ſinful land. It reflects the greateſt honor on the 
memories of the pious in every age, that they never 
wanted a command from the Throne to obſerve days 
of faſting and humiliation, when the State has been in 
danger. The reſpectable Body of Diſſenters, who have 
been always as much attached to the preſent Royal Fa- 
mily as any in the kingdom, were never backward to 
engage in ſuch duties ; and therefore they will doubtleſs 
on the preſent occaſion encourage every deſign of this 
nature. It is well known that in every period of time, 
the efectual fervent prayer of the righteous has availed 
much with God . The ſeriptures furniſh us with va- ; 
| rious 


* 

rious inſtances of its power, and of many nations when 
on the verge of ruin being ſaved by it*, We can there- 
fore want no further encouragement to call upon the 
Lord, for ourſelves and poſterity. | 


We have but a little time to live on earth; let us 
therefore ſtudy to pleaſe God in all things. And under 
all the preſſures of life, may our eyes be fixed on that 
| happy region, where fin and ſorrow can never enter; 
_ remembering that it ſhall be well with the righteous ; for 
where Jeſus is, there ſpall alſo his ſervants be with him®, 
To whom be glory, both now, and for ever, Amen, 
® Ex, 32, 11—14. 2 Sam. 24, 1017. Jonah 3, 5=»19, 
JJ 7 EEE EE 2 


THE END. 


The candid reader is requeſted to excuſe and correct the follow- 
Ing, and all other errors of the preſs in the foregoing ſermon, P. 2, 
1. 2, from the bottom, for he read the. P. 3, I. 4, for wordly read 
worldly. P. 9, I. 2, from the bottom, for faeckels read ſheke/s, P. 13, 

1. 3, for practice read practiſe. P. 16, I. 18, for ana read and. 
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